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Tasmanian Club de Tango (Inc.)   
Newsletter 

—check websites to confirm 
 
Tue eve Milonga Aust-Italian Club 
tastangoclub.com 
 
Wed eve Practica Howrah 
tangomilonguerotasmania.com 
 
Fri eve Milonga Mt Stuart Hall 
tastangoclub.com 
 
Sun a’noon Milonga RepublicHotel 
tangocafe@internode.on.net                        
 
1st Sat evening Milonga Burnie 
TangoTasmaniaNW.com 
 
2nd&4th Sat eve Milonga Bellerive 
tangomilonguerotasmania.com 
 
2nd or 3rd Sun a’noon Tango  
Salamancamoonlighttango.com.au 

Regular Dancing 

Dates to Remember 

12 January 2014 

Jan 17 Fri Christian Drogo and MOFO Orchesta 
Tipica Fernando Fierro 

Jan 18 Sat Gala Milonga with Christian Drogo 

Jan 17-19 Fri-Sun Privates and Workshops 

Jan 24 Fri “Australia Day”-themed Milonga 

Feb 14 Christian Drogo and his dance troupe visit 
for Valentine’s Day Weekend of Workshops, Pri-
vates and Gala Milonga with multiple perfor-
mances.  

Feb 28-March 1 Damian Thompson takes time off 
from his honeymoon to give us a whirlwind visit. 

Mar 14 Christian Drogo Long Weekend visit in-
cluding Saturday Gala Milonga 

April Easter/ANZAC break 18-27 April 
Tango on the Island (TCdeT 10th Anniversary) 

June 1-9 expedition to NZ Tango Festival  

 NZ Tango Festival—Courses filling fast! 
 Technique Class well-received  
 MOFO/Drogo 
 Your Tango Ascension 2014 
 Beginners Rock 2014 
 Tango snobbery 
 Australia Day preparations 

In this Issue: 

THIS WEEKEND: a big blend of Argentine Tango’s Christian Drogo with 

MOFO and Argentina’s Tango Band Orquesta Tipica Fernandez Fierro !! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As most of you are aware, Argentinian tango band Orquesta Tipica Fer-
nandez Fierro (featuring 12 artists and complete with FOUR BAN-
DONEONS!!) will be doing it Latino style at MOFO, on their debut first 
tour in Australia.   

Such is the excitement of the Tango community in Hobart, that we have 
decided to cancel our regular Friday night Milonga (this 17th January) so 
that everyone can enjoy this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity.  Hobart is 
one of only THREE Australian cities lucky enough to host the band – and 
we have the mover-shaker Events Management of Hobart’s own MONA 
to thank for this.  Way to go, MONA-LEGENDS!!  Thanks for totally spoil-
ing us with this line-up! 

Bookings are not available for their 930pm performance at MAC2 on 
Hobart’s waterfront.  Instead, entry is included in a $30 “Day-Pass”.  But 
it’s probably much more feasible to purchase a very inexpensive FULL 
PASS at only $99 which covers 15-19 January. 

Tickets: http://www.mona.net.au/shop/mona-foma.   
Orquesta Tipica Fernandez Fierro’s website: www.fernandezfierro.com.   

MAC2 is the Macquarie Wharf Shed 2, Hunter Street –  
the one where the cruise-ships now berth. 

Christian Drogo: 
We are not the only ones excited about Orchesta Tipica Fernan-
dez Fierro’s impending debut!  So is Christian Drogo, who is ab-
solutely delighted that he will be able to catch the band on the 
Friday night of his upcoming weekend visit to Tasmania.  Many 
of you are familiar with Christian Drogo and his Tango friends, 
who have been dropping in to Hobart over the years, enjoying 
our Tango Hospitality and sharing their love of Tango.  However 
for some of you, it will be the first time you experience Chris-
tian’s fantastic teaching skills and amazing Tango talents (check 
out his Bio towards the end of the newsletter or visit 
www.vivadance.com.au/pages/about.aspx). 

mailto:tasmaniantangoclub@hotmail.com
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FRIDAY 6PM Meal at Italian Pantry:  So that everyone, includ-
ing Christian Drogo, has the chance to experience the 9.30pm 
Orchesta Tipica Fernandez Fierro concert at MAC2 that night, 
our regular Friday Milonga has been postponed until Saturday 
evening.  During Friday afternoon, Christian is giving Private 
lessons, but afterwards he would love to spend time ac-
quainting with new Tango friends and reacquainting with the 
rest of us, over a beautiful 
evening meal at the Italian 
Pantry from 6pm, prior to 
attending the concert.  We 
all know how much Christian 
likes to get out and sample 
the local hospitality, and the 
Italian Pantry is a very desir-
able destination, but the 
restaurant only opens Friday 
evenings, which meant in 
the past that we couldn't go 
because we were at the 
Friday Milonga.  Usually, 
bookings for Friday nights at 
the Italian Pantry must be made “weeks ahead!  However, we 
are very fortunate to have been able to call in a favour 
(through our close Sardinian/Italian connections) and have 
achieved  a special booking  –If you would like to join Christian 

Drogo and the Tango gang for this meal, please get your 
names in very quickly, because there are only a few places left 
at the table (contact Tess). 

You probably already know that the dining experience at the 
Italian Pantry is akin to an Italian Trattoria—an Italian-style 
eating establishment, less formal than a ristorante, but more 
formal than an osteria.  The food is modest but plentiful 
(mostly following regional, local and family recipes).  Attached 
is Friday 10th Jan’s menu – featuring food cooked according to 
the traditions of the region of Italy known as Piedmont.  
[Assagi/?Appetiser; Primi/Entree; Secondi/Mains; Dolce/Sweets] 

Another feather in the Italian Pantry’s cap is that they are one 
of “only 65” restaurants in the world, outside of Italy, that 
have received “Ospitalita Italiana Seal certification – an hon-
our meaning that they have been quality assessed and ap-
proved to be an officially endorsed Italian eating establish-
ment outside of Italy using DOP, DOC and IGT products. 

The Italian Pantry is the only Tasma-
nian on the listing. This is great news 
for all Tasmanians as Italy just got 
closer!  You now only need to travel 
to Federal Street in North Hobart for 
a genuine Italian dining experience. 

Christian Drogo’s Programme Weekend Fri 17—Sun 19 Jan 

FRIDAY 930PM Orquesta Tipica Fernandez Fierro Concert 
MAC2:  See you there!! 

SATURDAY WORKSHOPS 12.30-2pm and 2.15-3.45pm at Mt 
Stuart Hall Ballroom:  Two x huge 90minute “Milonga” work-
shops.  Christian has heard about how well we are taking up 
the “Milonga” style of Tango, and is really looking forward to 
enhancing our Milonga journey with two ripper workshops – 
exact titles to be advised closer to the day. 

SATURDAY MILONGA 8pm:  Join Christian at our Gala Mi-
longa in the beautiful Mt Stuart Hall Ballroom – from 8pm 
until late.  Bring a plate to share.  BYO Drinks and glass. 

 

SUNDAY WORKSHOPS 1.30-3pm and 3.15-4.45pm at Mt Stu-
art Hall Ballroom:  Two more huge 90minute workshops.  One 
VALS , the other TANGO – exact titles to be advised closer to 
the day. 

Workshop Prices:  to be advised.   

BABYSITTING DURING WORKSHOPS:  
In an amazing turn of events, and 
such is the changing demograph of 
the Club, we are now organising 
babysitting for the duration of the 
workshops.  Yes!  So please contact 
Tess  0429 684 101 to advise ages and 
numbers of children.  Please advise if 
babysitting is required during the Mi-
longa. 

 
PRIVATE LESSONS:  Christian arrives Friday to begin Private 
lessons.  As soon as the announcement was made that he was 
coming, many lesson slots were quickly snapped up by those 
who already know Christian.  Remaining Private timeslots are:   
Friday 4.40pm.  
Saturday 10am, 4pm and 5.10pm 
Sunday 0950, 11am, 12.10 and 5pm 

mailto:tasmaniantangoclub@hotmail.com
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“VIVA”, meaning “live”, was the name chosen by VIVA Dance & 

Entertainment Co. under the Direction of Argentine-born Danc-

er & Choreographer, Christian Drogo, aimed to capture the 

passion expressed through music and dance evoked by the 

Latin culture. Since Christian's 1989 arrival in Australia, he has 

explored diverse dance styles in different dance companies, 

both as a teacher and performer, but was finally drawn back to 

his roots.  

In 1995, after establishing VIVA Dance & Entertainment Co, 

Christian Drogo’s dance company quickly became highly recog-

nised as one of Australia’s leading Latin American dance com-

panies & pioneers of the TANGO Argentino movement in Aus-

tralia. 

In 1996, VIVA established the 1st authentic Tango Bar hosting 

an array of local and international artists, amongst them the 

Julio Iglesias Tango Dancers "Roberto & Guillermina", the cast 

of the internationally-renowned show "Tango Passion" and 

"Sexteto Mayor Orquestra" of Argentina, acclaimed dancers & 

choreographers "Carlos & Maria Rivarola", "Pablo Nievas & 

Valeria Zunino" and many others.   

In 1998, Christian 

created VIVA Annual 

Dance Tours to Latin 

America. The first 

dance company in 

Australia to lead or-

ganised tours offer-

ing students the op-

portunity to experi-

ence first-hand the 

music and local 

dance in Latin Ameri-

ca, VIVA successfully coordinated and led travellers through 

Argentina, Cuba, Peru & Bolivia. 

In 2003, VIVA Dance Company moved to a new residence 

known as the VIVA CABARET catering to lovers of performing 

arts, world music, dance & entertainment.  An exclusive new 

venue in Melbourne, it embraced and celebrated the magic of 

all of Latin America. 

As well as being an Instructor and Performer, Christian Drogo is 

an accomplished choreographer and promoter.  His credits in-

clude training for character builder in cinema to Jacek Koman 

for his role in "Moulin Rouge", Choreography and personal 

dance trainer to Miranda Otto in the Australian feature film 

"Dead Letter Office", Choreography and starred in short films 

"Amor" (Director: Jean Pierre Mignon), "Takes two to Tango", 

Performer in television series "The secret life of us", personal 

tango training and choreography to the crew of "Circus Oz", 

Tango Dance training to "Ballet Nacional Teatro Ameri-

ca" (Havana - Cuba), "Satango" The devils Tango (Australian 

Musical) as well as numerous other National television com-

mercials and productions.  

Christian's promotional work includes the 1st Australian Tango 

Festival, Tangoz Congress and various others.   

As an Instructor, Christian has also provided workshops, classes 

and exhibitions all over Australia, New Zealand, Cuba and Ar-

gentina.  

Recently, Christian Drogo took a well-deserved 6-month sab-

batical, embarking on a personal dance tour through Argentina.  

He has now returned refreshed and armed with new and ex-

citing material for VIVA's new venture and venue, situated in 

the heart of the Latin quarter of inner city Melbourne.  He com-

bines his passion & expertise into a total entertainment con-

cept... a true cultural experience! 

Christian Drogo’s Bio 

mailto:tasmaniantangoclub@hotmail.com
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Shan’s Ladies Tech-
nique class on Friday 
10th was a huge suc-
cess  - in fact the par-
ticipating males out-
numbered the fe-
males!!  Lots of posi-
tive feedback was 
received, including a request for a short summary (video op-
portunity) at the end of the class.  More such sessions are 
planned, prior to the Friday Milonga, time-permitting.  Stay 
tuned! 

Shan’s Technique Class 10 Jan Beginner Stars of 2014 

The first Beginners of 2014 are off to a roaring start, with the 
next lesson (and the last chance for late-starters to join the 
class) being Tue 14th.  The format is 7pm Revision of the previ-
ous lesson, then the actual class commences 7.15pm, finishing 
8.15pm.  Beginners 
are welcome to stay 
afterwards to prac-
tice, or simply ab-
sorb the atmosphere 
and network with 
other Tango-ites. 

Shoe safety:  It is always timely to remind dancers of the importance of shoes which protect the toes and 
support the ankles.  We have an obligation to our insurers to impress this upon you all.  If you would like 
some more information regarding suitable dance shoes, please talk to any of the experienced dancers for 
some advice.   

Floorcare:  Similarly, thank you for ensuring that the heels of your shoes are in good condition, with no ex-
posed metal which might damage the floor on which we will be dancing. 

YOUR TANGO ASCENSION begins 2014 

WHAT a great time everyone had in 2013 taking Privates and 
attending workshops with Renee Fieck, Damian Thompson, Fabi-
an and Karina, Analia and Luis, Michelle and Joachim, Sebastian 
and Karina, Alberto and Natalia and Chris Corby.  Yes Tasmanian 
Tango is in quite a buoyant state. 

MANY of you have mentioned how nice it would be to be able to 
have private lessons on a more regular basis—to have something 
around  which you could plan your Tango life – yes – that is the 
only way to get better and better (and this will, in turn make 
Tasmania a more attractive Tango holiday destination for the 
increasing number of interstaters that are finding their way to 
our Milongas and Visiting Teacher whole weekends)!!   

So start planning your Tango learning journey now.  2014 
brings you a “structure” around which you can build your Tan-
go planning.  Christian Drogo is coming to Tasmania every four 
weeks for the first four months of the year.  The dates are 17-
19 January, 14-16 February, 14-16 March and a long Easter visit 
around 18-20 April.  Take advantage of this fantastic opportuni-
ty which 2014 is bringing you.  Yes, 2014 will be a blockbuster 
of a year for REGULAR teacher visits and Tango events.                                     
Watch this space!! 

EXPERIENCED LADIES!  Fight Tango-Snobbery: 

Remember to be gracious as your less-experienced Leaders 
endeavour to negotiate you around the floor (it’s a compli-
cated job, being a Leader).  A few guidelines: 

 Always accept a request to dance—it takes an inexperi-
enced Leader a lot of courage to approach you. 

 Smile graciously during the dance and only give feedback if 
requested.   

 Restrict feedback to comments concentrating on the posi-
tive aspects. 

Some things to remember while you are being danced: 
 You were a Beginner once, being patiently guided towards 

your current superior state.  (Remember how you used to 
sit waiting, in the hope that “that really good” dancer 
would ask you, a mere beginner, for a dance)? 

 Use the time on the floor to advantage—concentrate on 
those technique issues that have been niggling at you, eg. 
your ankles, your embellishments etc. 

Beginner Gents/Leaders: 
Feel free to invite our experienced Tango 
Ladies to dance.  They will graciously 
accept.  It’ll be good for you and good 
for them.  Mainly because they remem-
ber that they were beginners once, too!! 

SUBSCRIBER PHOTOS:  The Club has long considered purchas-

ing some Tango-themed, mounted prints to dec-

orate our dancing space.  We have come up with 

the idea of using our own members’ photos to do 

this.  Do you have a favourite picture that you 

feel would look great if it were enlarged onto 

canvas, mounted and part of a set of ?6 prints 

displayed during our Milongas?  Don’t be shy—

this is a way of beautifying our dancing space, 

while keeping it very much “home-grown”, 

unique and individual to our Club.  So please go 

through some of your snaps and get  them to us 

asap.  Go on, You Know You Want To! 

mailto:tasmaniantangoclub@hotmail.com
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AUSTRALIA DAY Themed Milonga Friday 24 Jan 13TH Annual NZ TANGO FESTIVAL 1-9 July 

Let your head go and put an Australian twist on your Tango 
experience, Friday 24th January (the long weekend.  PS 
Monday 27th is the Public Holiday).  A prize awaits the most 
notable/thoughtful wardrobe choice/theme. 

Come to think of it – hey, we’d love to hear FROM YOU with 
your ideas on such things as décor, music, food and other 
ideas which could complement the Australiana idea?   

In previous years, the imagination of participants knew no 
bounds – even Australian flora in the form of Scarlet-
Flowering gums lent their boughs to decorate the venue. 

The full range of Australian flavours was there, too – from 
meat-pies and sausage rolls right through to Lamingtons. 

The best part was the extension of the Australiana theme 
into people’s dress – The 
undisputed winners were 
“Steve and Terri Irwin”, who 
arrived complete with a 
couple of crocodiles, not to 
mention various other sea 
creatures and insects slith-
ering from their pockets 
through the evening!! 

We were even treated to 
some crocodile-wrestling 
demonstrations!! 

A whole group of 
us Taswegians is 
making the 
“Tango pilgrim-
age” across the 
trench to Wel-
lington to im-
merse ourselves 
in Tango heaven.  
Do you want to 
join us?  If so, 
some of us are 
leaving  Melb on 
Virgin flight 
VG7520 Sun 29 June (with most of us returning Wed 9 July).  
This will give us the day of Monday to recover, shop and get 
to know our surroundings, before embarking on Milongas 
EVERY SINGLE NIGHT, a 3-day immersion course Tue1-Thu3, 
the Festival Fri4-Sun6 and a 2-day immersion course Mon7-
Tue8. 

Start booking NOW.    We have already booked 2-br apart-
ment accommodation and you might be able to bunk in 
with some of us. Contact Tess 0429 684 101. 

More importantly, don’t forget to register for your Festival 
tickets and Tango courses/workshops!! http://
www.nztangofestival.co.nz/.  We hear that some of the 
“Immersion” courses are already booked out. 

FOODSTOP TAKEAWAY North Hobart:  This popular foodstop in North Hobart, synonymous with a big night out, stocks a huge 

range of Deep-fried favourites such as the battered sav, potato cake and fish bite.  However these are gradually being replaced 

with large share platters of meats, salad and souvlaki.  On your way to or from  a Tuesday Milonga?  Pop in and check out their 

VERY REASONABLY-priced salad rolls and monstrous sandwiches!!  This place is getting a big revamp – tables and chairs are being 

moved in, and a restaurant is planned within the next few months (owner Harry Souvleris also intends getting a liquor licence ena-

bling him to sell Tasmanian beers and wines)!   

 

 

Food will be prepared, on a specialised spit roast, by three 

chefs – one Greek, one Romanian and one Argentinean!!  

Now that’s exciting news!!!   Wouldn’t it be great if they 

could do us an Asado (Argentine BBQ)!! 

Yes, and you still 

have a couple of 

months to enjoy 

your deep-fried 

favourites, but this 

place is definitely 

worth checking out.  

And make sure you tell Harry you’re from the Tango crowd! 

mailto:tasmaniantangoclub@hotmail.com
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Carmelita’s Etiquette Snippets 

Your Committee: 

 Luca (President) 

 Tess (Secretary/Public Officer) 

 Peter                       Terry    

 Chris                        Jason 

 Jennifer B 

 

For their contact details, email or 
phone Secretary as below: 

Tasmanian Tango entities:            Phone: Usual venue: 
TasTangoclub.com             Tess 0429 684 101 Mt Stuart Hall / Aust-Italian Club 
         tasmaniantangoclub@hotmail.com 
TangoTasmaniaNW.com               Horst 0418 141 588 Brenda 0419 563 941 50 View Rd, Burnie 
         TangoArgentino@iinet.net.au  
tangomilonguerotasmania.com     Jenny  0438 300 753 Vince 0427 479 217 50 King St, Bellerive 
         tangomtas@gmail.com 
tangocafetasmania.blogspot.com.au/       Jo 6228 4243 / 0450 883 572 Republic Hotel upstairs 
         tangocafe@internode.on.net  
moonlighttango.com.au            Brian 0481 500 128 Mathers House 
         info@MoonlightTango.com.au 
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New Year’s Resolution for Experienced Dancers:  Allocate a certain number of dances in your evenings to 
gently encourage Beginners.  It’ll make you feed good.  And after all, you were a Beginner once, too. 

No experienced Tango-dancer is “too good” to dance with.   
No Beginner is “too inexperienced” to dance with. 

With acknowledgement to 

 

Believe it or not, this is a 
somewhat hot topic around 
the world. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We started with Pichi’s Bue-
nos Aires perspective and 
now follow with others. 

Feel free to email your com-
ments. 

Friday Night Milonga – recy-
cling.  Thank you to those 
who kindly assist in packing 
down at the end of our lovely 
Friday night Milongas.  It re-
ally isn’t necessary or ex-
pected, but it is very helpful 
and much appreciated.  One 
thing which might ease the 
workload is if people could 
pop their empty wine bottle 
into the Recycle Bin which 
we will start putting at the 
exit from this Friday on-
wards.  Thanks, people!! 
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